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not that of hell, though he always felt that his
rescue at the age of six from the blazing Epworth
parsonage was symbolic of his being a brand
plucked from the burning. Flame and fire were
the words that came to his lips whenever he
wanted to image the inner truth, the divine
reality. Had not his heart been ee strangely
warmed" at his conversion ? " There are twelve
of you," he told the Methodists of Carlisle, " and
all professing to have hearts on fire with the love
of God." At Woodhouse, when he preached,
" a flame," he said, " is suddenly broken out.93
Fire, the pure devouring element : Christ had
said He came " to throw fire upon the earth."
And, ever since Charles had written in a hymn :

Oh that in me the sacred fire
Might now begin to glow,

Wesley had loved to chant it as he rode about the
country on his endless itinerancy; " Spirit of
burning, come ! " he would sing ; " Refining fire
go through my heart! " And at the end, when
very old, he would still recur to the idea of the
torch, saying - again the words are his brother's :

Jesus, confirm my hearfs desire

To work, and speak, and think for Thee,

Still let me guard the holy fire,
And still stir up Thy gift in me.

Guarding the holy fire ; that was what he was
doing.1 He was himself a flame going up and

1 This, from Eayrs's Wesley, requires separate adkngwledgment.